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ADMIN

• Thursday was our best day of closer reading, collaborative conversation— 
keep it up!


•



• Halloween extra credit??

ADMIN



ADMIN

• You will receive feedback and grades on Essay 1 by the end of the week— 
maybe sooner— by email.


• Feedback is intended to support revision.


• Revisions due 11/9 (or before), when Essay 2 is due. .. though you can 
send them earlier (and should!). Email revisions directly to me, and I will 
email you back with a final grade.



ADMIN
• Midterm essay grades— this week by email.


• Grading Rubric (for this assignment and all):


• C: attempt at a thesis and attempt at some close reading


• B: thesis and close reading


• A: strong thesis and close reading



ADMIN

• Common writing problems: 

• No real debatable claim— just summary 


• Not proving thesis 


• Not making connections between your points


• Not using the text as proof— summary rather than explication



Grading Rubric for Classroom Participation 
A= attend class regularly, prepared to participate, and participate actively (generously 
and generatively) in class discussion 
B= attend class regularly, prepared to participate 
C=attend class regularly

Reminder— Participation grade



Why Read Moby-Dick?

“Contained in the pages of Moby-Dick is nothing less than a 
genetic code of America” (6)
•

From last time— the relevance of our study



Discussion 

• Questions? Concerns at this point?


• Passages to discuss



Ch. 48: The First Lowering



Lowering the Boats (1855)



The boats



Laying On (1855)













https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98nXj7jF-_A

The Whale Chase 
“In the Heart of  the Sea” (2015, dir. Ron 

Howard)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98nXj7jF-_A


-“On one side, the world’s greatest predator, more legendary 
than real; on the other, young American heroes, men who risked 
everything in the pursuit of oil. Theirs was a quest that asserted 
the myth of America, the great new democracy in which anyone 
might find their fortune” (Philip Hoare, 173) 
•



• Guido Reni’s (1575-1642) 

• Perseus (p. 286)

Ch. 55: Of the Monstrous Pictures of Whales 



Pieter Lastman (Dutch, 1583 - 1633), Jonah and the Whale (1621),



Jan Brueghel the Elder (1568–1625) - Jonah Leaving The Whale
•



Ch. 56: Of the Less Erroneous Pictures of Whales, and the True Pictures of 
Whaling Scenes 

Ch. 55: Of the Monstrous Pictures of Whales 

Ch. 57: Of Whales in Paint, in Teeth; in Wood; in Sheet-Iron, in stone, in Mountains, in 
Stars 

Art History/Epistemology



epistemology



Take Aways?


