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ADMIN

• QUESTION: Tuesday— class workshop or office 
hours?



Discussion

• What did you learn about Moby Dick by reading/viewing adaptations?


• What adaptation (or part of one) do you want to discuss?



Steve Mentz, Sailing without Ahab: 
Ecopoetic Travels (2024)



From your blogs— Mentz’s “The Chart”

• OMAR: The poem suggests a different way to move through the ocean, 
one that relies more on paying attention than on being certain. Sailing 
“without” the chart does not mean rejecting knowledge, but recognizing 
its limits. It means staying open to the sea’s “comingling and flow” and 
letting experience lead, instead of forcing things to fit a set plan. In the 
end, when the chart is said to “emulate” the world only “in parts,” the 
poem makes its main point: our attempts to represent the world are 
always incomplete, but that is not a failure. Instead, it shows the world’s 
richness. “The Chart” encourages us to value what we cannot fully 
capture and to approach the ocean, and any complex reality, with humility 
instead of control.





Creative hacks of  Moby Dick





Adaptations

Jackson Pollock, “Blue (Moby Dick)” 1943



Leroy Neiman, Moby Dick Suite 
(1977)



Dir. John Huston (1956)

Dir. Francis Ford Coppola (1998)



Dir. John Huston (1956)

Dir. Francis Ford Coppola (1998)

Dir. Mark Barker (2010-11)

1930





The pop-up book!



Creative hacks of  Moby Dick





Creative hacks of  Moby Dick



Discussion

• What did you learn about Moby Dick by reading/viewing adaptations?


• What adaptation (or part of one) do you want to discuss?



Close Reading, Explication

“a peculiar quality of making and unmaking itself as it goes” 
(Norton 656)	

“For the good reader the experience of Moby Dick is a 
participation in the act of creation. Find a key work or 
metaphor, start to pick it as you would a wild flower, and you 
will find yourself ripping up the whole forest floor. Rhetoric 
grows into symblism and symbolism into structure; then all 
falls away and begins over again” 	
	
—Walter E. Bezanson, “Moby Dick: Work of Art’ (1953)



Encyclopedic Narrative

Edward Mendelson,"Encyclopedic Narrative: From 
Dante to Pynchon." MLN 91.6 (1976): 1267-1275.



encyclopedic novel

EDWARD MENDELSON (1976): 
 
Encyclopedic novels "attempt to render the full range of 
knowledge and beliefs of a national culture, while 
identifying the ideological perspectives from which that 
culture shapes and interprets its knowledge”

They are “products of an epic in which the world's 
knowledge is larger than any one person can encompass”



Who is the Central Character?

 



Take Aways?


